CH. vi]                   'URFf AND FAYDf                        241

10.   Mahmud Qarf of Yazd (d. 993/1 585).
1 1.   Muhtasham of Kashan (d. 996/1587-8).

Mahmud Qari of Yazd, the poet of clothes, who died two
years after Wahshi and three years before Muhtasham, wa^

mentioned in the preceding volume of this work1
rfYaS rl in connection with the two earlier parodists
SMSlm 'Ubayd-i-Zakanf and Bushaq (Abd Ishaq) of

Shi'rdz ; while the far more notable Muhtasham

'                                                                                                                                  *

(d. 996/IS87-8).                                          IT                1         ^                 11-

has been already discussed at some length in
the preceding chapter2 in connection jyith the religious
poetry on which his fame chiefly rests. Of the erotic verse
of his early youth and of his panegyrics on Shih Tahmdsp
copious specimens are given in the Atash-kada^ but these
are neither so distinguished nor so characteristic as his
elegies (mardthf) on the martyrdom of Husayn and the
other Imdms, from which the extracts given in the Maj-
ma'u't-Fusa&d* are chiefly taken.

12. 'Urfi of Shirdz (d. 999/1590-1) and his circle.
Though less highly appreciated in his own country than
in Turkey and India, 'Urff is probably on the whole the
most famous and popular poet of his century4.
Though born and brought up in Shfrdz, his
short life was chiefly spent in India, where he
died in 999/1590-1 at the early age of thirty-six, some
say of dysentery, others of poison. He is one of the three
poets of this century (A.D. 1500-1600) discussed by Shiblf
Nu'mdnf in his Shfnfl-'Ajam*, the other two being his

1  Persian Literature under Tartar Dominion^ pp. 257 and 351-3.
Mahmtid is not mentioned in the Atash-kada^ the Haft Iqlim^ or the
MajmaWl-Fusahd ; no particulars of his life are known to me, and the
date of his death must be regarded as uncertain.

2  Pp. 172-7 supra.                                   3 Vol. ii, pp. 36-38.
4 See Rieu's Persian Catalogue^ p. 667.

6 Vol. iii, pp. 82-133.
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